John Thurtell.

Thurtell generally lost to "Weare at play, in which he had
little skill, but both were always ready to meet and pluck any
local pigeons. Hickman, the " Gasman," and Jack Martin,
the " Master of the Rolls," were two of ThurteU's intimates
at this place, and he is said to have impersonated the latter
pugilist (shortly after his defeat by Randall on Crawley Downs)
at the benefit of Jack Carter, the "Lancastrian Hero/' some
60 miles from town. Finding the veteran in some distress,
Thurtell proposed to secure a. good " gate" by pretending to
be the redoubtable Martin; the fraud was seen through by a
London rider, but Thurtell resorted to his usual tactics, carry-
ing off a desperate situation by intimidating the horseman by
a -show of bravado.25

The second fight between Randall and Martin is said to have
been a "cross" arranged by Weare and his flash friends to
appease Thurtell for his losses at play at the Mill. "An
attempt," says a scurrilous publication, "was at first made
to buy over Randall, but that pugilist was proof against all
their offers, and their attention was next turned to Martin,
with whom . . . they succeeded. One bet was made of
1100 to 600 guineas, and Thurtell had his share of the 600
guineas."

This fight, which took place on 16th September, 1821, in the
presence of 20,000 spectators, seems to have been a fair battle,
in which the better man won. Little is to be read of our hero's
share in the proceedings. f< Tom Spring and Mr. Thurtle
picked up Martin, and the whole party sported the radical
castor (being white)."26 After one round, in which he suffered
severely, Martin, who was trained much too fine in expert
opinion, fell insensible against one of the stakes, and was
unconscious for half an hour. Egan tells us that Thurtell,
though in reality second to Martin, out of respect to his friends
had himself described as an amateur; and in the " Pugilistica"
(i., 352) it isi stated that " Tom Spring and an amateur were
seconds for ' the Master of the Rolls/ Paddington Jones and
'Cicero' Holt officiated for Randall."

On his way down to the next great fight in which he was
interested Thurtell had as a companion on the coach the famous
critic, William Hazlitt. This was the historic battle between

25Egan's "Recollections," 36.

26 " The Fancy," No. 11, 1821; Of. Pugilistica. i., 352. The " castor "
was the beaver tall hat of the period and the "fancy" affected a white
one, such as ThurteH was wearing on the morrow of the murder.
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